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Fr. Richard Rohr tells the story of being in Nairobi praying with a 

group of people gathered in the cathedral to hear him preach. As he 
was praying with the group, an elderly man prayed, ‘Lord, never let us 
move into stone houses.’ Fr. Richard nodded and said ‘yes, Lord.’ After 
the long prayer service ended, Fr. Richard asked a priest what that 
prayer was all about. He was quite confused by it. The priest answered, 
“you know our country. People here live in little huts, and huts have no 
doors. That’s why your family is my family, and my family is your family. 
The only family is the extended family. But as soon as you move into a 
stone house, you build a door. And on the door, you put a lock. And 
behind this door you begin to collect your belongings, and then you 
have to spend the rest of your life defending those belongings.” 
(Simplicity, 89) That is a wise person. 

 
In our Gospel reading this weekend, we hear about closed doors: 

the parable of the person who goes at midnight in need of bread for a 
visitor who just arrived at his house only to find his friend’s door closed 
and Jesus’ encouragement to “knock and the door will be opened to 
you.” Jesus is the one who encourages us to open doors. 

 
To be clear, physical doors do play an important function in 

setting appropriate boundaries and ensuring safety. In our society, we 
need doors. However, on a more metaphorical level, we must ask 
ourselves why we encounter so many closed doors in life? Why is there 
so much exclusion in society? Why are we so attached to our 



possessions? At times, the Catholic Church herself has been guilty of 
these very things.  

 
In his document The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis acknowledges 

two ‘belongings’ that the Church has spent too much time defending 
behind closed doors: baptism and Eucharist. He says that these 
sacraments should not be denied “for any simple reason.” In regards to 
baptism, he notes that this sacrament is the door itself into the Church, 
for as the catechism says, “baptism is the basis of the whole Christian 
life, the gateway to life in the Spirit and the door which gives access to 
the other sacraments.” (CCC 1213) In regards to Eucharist, the pope 
notes that it “is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful medicine and 
nourishment for the weak,” thus suggesting that anyone who truly 
believes that Christ is present in the Eucharist and seeks his grace 
through this powerful sacrament, even if they find themselves in sin, 
should be allowed to receive holy communion. Challenging us not to be 
so defensive of our churchly belongings, especially the sacraments, but 
to celebrate them together, Pope Francis summarizes, “the Church is 
called to be the house of the Father, with doors always wide open 
…[but] frequently, we act as arbiters of grace rather than its 
facilitators…The Church is not a tollhouse; it is the house of the 
Father, where there is a place for everyone, with all their problems. 
(47) 

 
As Christians, we are called to open as many doors as possible so that 

we can create one human family. Do I close others out of my life? What 
doors do I need to open? Who am I excluding and why? As we 
continue with this mass, even though we cannot go back to a society 
without doors, let us pray for the wisdom of the elderly man in 
Nairobi, who prayed, ‘Lord, never let us move into stone houses.’ 


